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An Account of the Kingdom of BEGGARS, 
To the Keeper of th MUSEUM. 


Sas REISS S all Accounts of Curiofities are entitled to 
oS Seg a Place in your Museum, I don’t ima- 
=) see? cine that the following one, of a defpotic 

LO Monarchy that exifts in the Ifland of Great 

ye Britain, will be unacceptable to you. I 

dare fay every true Englijhman will ftartle 

o> 4 at this Afiertion; but don’t let him appre- 

hend any Danger, for the Government I 

fpeak of, extends no farther than to the itinerant Petitioners 
of this Metropolis, commonly known y the Name of Beg- 
gars. You muft know Sit, that thefe People, who feem in 
the Day to fubfift by the charitable Contributions of Paffen- 
gers, begome at Night one of the moft joyous Societies in the 
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World ; where, to avoid Confufion, and to fhew the abfolute 
Neceflity of Human Laws, they become implicitly obedient 
to their King, who is invefted with great Power by the prin- 
cipal Members of their State. There are feveral publick 
Places of Weekly Refort for the Subjects of his ragged Ma- 
jefty ; where proper Officers are deputed to refide with all 
the Pomp of regal Authority ; but the general Meeting of 
the Nation, where all the Laws are enacted, is in fome emp- 
ty Houfes in the celebrated Parifh of St. Giles’s ; hither two 
or more are fent, in Parliamentary Form, from every one of 
their grand Tenements in this City to reprefent the whole 
Body, and the Decifion of all Difputes is made by the Ma- 
jority. of Votes, as in the Council of St. Stephen's Chapel. 
I dare fay you'll fmile to think on this Political Affembly, 
and wonder what Bufinefs can be tranfacted there ; but let 
me inform you, that there is as much, and as important to 
them, done in this Annual Meeting, as perhaps there is in the, 
beft Foreign Dict of ’em all. In this grand Council 
all the Affairs of the Community are fettled; the Size of 
their Crutches determin’d, the Colour of their Wounds 
agreed on, the Sound of their Lamentations and Petitions 
regulated, the proper Place for every Member to ply in af- 
fign’d, and feveral other material Articles difcufs’d with the 
greateft Policy and moft refin’d Elocution. 1am inform’d by a 
Gentleman of my Acquaintance, who has made it his Amufe- 
ment to become acquainted with all Ranks of Men, from 
St. ‘Fames’s down to Wapping, that about two Years ago, 
his Majefty of St. Giles’s iflued out a Proclamation among 
his Subjects for the calling in of Farthings, as the .Lofs to 
the Commonwealth by that fmall Coin, amounted Annually 
to fome hundred Pounds ; and accordingly the Ediét had not 
been publifhed many Months before it was obfervable thro’ 
the Briti/fh Dominions, that a Farthing was a kind of Curio- 
fity. Thofe who have read Beaumont and FLETCHER’s 
admirable Comedy of the Beggar’s Bufh, or that ingenious 
Copy of BkoomMe’s, lately publifhed in a Collection of Old 
Plays, will have fome Idea of this Nation of pretended Invalids ; 
but feveral wife Improvements have been made fince their 
‘Time, to the great Security and Emolument of the Repub- 
lick ; and the Legiflature has carried its Concern fo far among 
‘em, that at prefent proper Diftinétions and Honours are 
conferr’d upon the Meritorious, and Punifhments fuitable to 
their Negleéts inflicted on the Delinquent. As the natural Per- 
fections of the Body are advantageous among the commonr 
Race of Men; among them, Imperfections are not only 
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highly refpectable, but conftitute the Wealth of Individuals 
in particular, and of the Community in general, proportionable 
to the Extent of fuch Endowments. For Inftance; the Old 
and Blind are regarded with the Eyes of Veneration, to which 
Lamenefs adds a confiderable Merit. Such as thefe, who 
are in the firft Rank, are preferr’d to attend the Avenues of 
St. ‘Fames’s Park, Gray’s-Jnn Walks, the Temple, and all the 
Places of the moft publick Refort in Town; whilft others are 
fent in a proper Subordination to range the reft of the Streets 
according to their refpective Qualities, which are regulated 
by the Lofs of Eyes, Limbs, &c. ec. For which Reafon a 
Beggar, when he marries his Daughter, inftead of enquiring 
what Jointure the propos’d Hufband can make, eftimates his 
Wealth by the Defect of his Perfon; and, as a certain hu- 
morous Author has obferv’d, no prudent Man in that Cafe, 
would difpofe of a Child to one who had only loft his Legs, 
when he could marry her to another who had loft them and 
his Eyes and Arms into the Bargain; for ’tis very evident 
to every one, that the latter’s Income would be confiderably 
larger, and that the Sound of blind and lame of Legs and 
Arms (tho’ there is a little Impropriety in the Language) has 
a much more pathetic Influence on the Audience in a gloomy 
Paffage, than the uncompounded Petition of a poor lame Man, 
God help him. For this Reafon a great Number of Children 
which are look’d upon as a Burthen among the generality of 
Mankind, are efteem’d in this Society as an Addition to 
their Wealth ; and the triftful Appearance of one Brat tug- 
ging a Breaft before, and another gnawing a Bone behind, 
with the calamitous Whine of a poor diffreffed Widow and two 
Fatherle/s Children, has frequently melted down even the ftony 
Heart of an Ufurer, and extracted Money from the Purfe of 
a Prelate. Happy Race of Mortals, who convert the Incon- 
veniencies of Life into Bleffings, and make Calamity itfelf a 
Hand-maid to their Pleafures! But the moft curious Part of 
the Policy of this Nation, is the Education of their Children ; 
and in this indeed, they excell all the Kingdoms upon Earth, 
and fet an Example to Mankind how to cultivate properly 
the Gifts of Providence. Among them there is no prematuré 
Deftination of an Infant to fuch or fuch an Employment, 
according to the injudicious Caprice of a Parent; for the 
State itfelf takes particular Care that the Talents of every 
one be carefully examin’d, and afterwards apply’d to the Oc- 
cupation in which they can be moft ferviceable to them- 
felves and the Community ; by this Means they all act 
the Parts for which they are beft fitted, and make all 
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their Endeavours fuccefsful, by being faithful to the Biafs of 
Nature. This Care not only extends to their mental Capa- 
cities, but to their corporeal Endowments too; and the Com- 
plexion or Make of the Body influences their Determinations 
as much as the Turn of the Mind. If a Boy i is born with 
fhort Legs, and a convenient Flexibility in ’em, he is, after 
he arrives at the probationary State, educated for a Cripple, 
and exercifes himfelf every Morning in the Ufe of the sete 
or Wooden Leg, as regularly as if it was a Part of Military 
Difcipline ; if his Complexion is pale, and his Voice feeble, 
re learns to fhiver in an Ague ; but if yellow, he practifes 
the Dropfy, or turns up the White of his Eyes, and tells a 
i: mentable Story of Thunder and Light’ning. Such is the 
wife Application of Talents among this provident People! I 
don’t think it would be amifs, if our Noblemen and Gentle- 
men, who intend to bring up their Children Courtiers, in- 
ftead of fending ’em to the Univerfities or Abroad, where 
they feldom learn any thing but the fefhionable Vices, would 
fend ’em to travel three or four Summers with fome repu- 
table Gang of Beggars, where they might learn the Ufe of 
feafonatle ‘Petition, acquire an eafy Flexi! vility of Mufcles 
‘adapted to every Reg wuelt, and the pathetic Tone to excite 
Commiferation. © Bei: des, by an habitual Practice of making 
their Temper conform to the Station which their Abilities 
dire& ’em to, they would not afpire to blunder in Politicks, 
when Nature defign’d ’em only to bow in the Prefence- 
Chamber. If this Account can give any ufcful Hint to the 
Politicians, or the leaft Enteit ainment to the reit of your 
Readers, it will fufficiently fatisfy the Writer. 


I am, Sir, 
Your conftant Reader and Correfpondent, 


PHILOPTOCHUS., 


On PRIDE. 


OW often do we hear Men complain of the Pride 

of their Acquaintance! How much more frequently 
uo we hear the fame Complaint from Women! To judge 
of the Human Species by the Accounts which Individuals 
give of each other, one fhould imagine they were the 
lineal Defcendants of the old Giants, 


Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr’d on Fove. 


~ 


And 
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And yet we hear it very generally acknowledged, that 
there is a juft, a virtuous and becoming Pride. ‘This Sort 
of Pride, no Man is afham’d to own; but when he cen- 
fures his Companion, we muft always take it for granted, 
‘tis on. account of a Pride ill-founded, unbecoming, or con- 
trary to Virtue. 

lé is no fimall Inconvenience in Human Life, that we 
thus give the fame Name to Objeéts fo very different. 
The neceflary Confequence is, that our Opinions concern- 
ing thofe Objeéts, are very indiftinct- and variable. And 
hence arifes the Ufefulnefs of Moral Speculations, to arrange 
and difentangle our Ideas ; and to emancipate the Mind from 
that Confinement, which Society would otherwife impofe, 
by reafon of this Imperfection in its great Inftrument, Lan- 
guage. The Term Pride is alike applied to Objects of 
Efteem and Difefteem. Hence thofe ObjeCts are frequently 
confounded ; and the Praife and Cenfure due to each, very 
improperly beftow’d. ‘To feck out, and to fix the Cireum- 
ftances which make one Sort of Pride commendable, and 
another worthy of Blame, is of no fimall Importance to the 
right Conduct of Life. 

Pride may be defin’d in general, Such a Value of ourfelves 
as leads us to reject certain Conditions, as wiwarthy of us. 
Thefe Conditions relate both to Men and Things. A proud 
Man will fcorn to appear in a Drefs which he thinks beneath 
him ; he will alfo fcorn to treat a Man upon equal Terms, 
whom he thinks his Inferior. ‘The Senfe in which he is {faid 
to rejeét fuch Conditions as he thinks unworthy of him, is 
pofitive or negative. He exprefles great Refentment, if your 
Behaviour be fuch as clafhes with his Dignity; and he is 
careful to affert it in Preference to any Inferior, who might 
otherwife-poffibly be preferr’d before him. In the former 
Cafe, he poftively rejects the unworthy Condition; in the 
latter, he reje&ts it megatively, by fecuring himfelf of the 
Contrary. y 

Pride always leads us to rejeé? certain Conditions ; for it 
is always comparative with refpect to other Men, and relative 
to Circumftances beyond itfelf. A Man is not proud for a 
meer general Efteem, or Value of himfelf. His Pride ap- 
pears only in preferring himfelf to others, and infifting on 
certain Conditions as his Due, or rejeéting the Contrary as 
unworthy of his Dignity. Many Men will fpeak of the 
Happinefs they enjoy in a good Confcience; confequently, 
they have a real kfteem of themfelves, and yet they may be 
very far from the Character of Pride: for perhaps they never 
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confider’d, whether fuch or fuch a Man had not as good a 
Confcience as they. A proud Man, in this Cafe, refleés 
that one Man is a Knave, and another is a Coward; con- 
fequently, that they are both greatly inferior to him; and 
that it becomes him to aflert his Superiority with regard to 
them. 

Pride is a comparative Value of ourfelves ; and the good 
or ill Quality of it depends upon the right or wrong Founda- 
tion, and Degree, of this Value. Pride is virtuous and lau- 
dable wherever this Value is founded on a real Endowment, 
where that Endowment deferves to be valued, where the 
Value is proportionable to what it deferves, and where the 
Condition, which the proud Man rejects, is inconfiftent 
with, or derogatory from it. If, in this Manner, a Man, 
really honeft, value himfclf upon his Honetty ; his Pride is 
to be commended, if it lead him to reject any difhonourable 
Propofal, as beneath his Dignity, and unworthy of his Con- 
cern. Vicious Pride, on the other Hand, is attended with 
the contrary Circumftances. If a homely Woman be proud 
of her Beauty, or an Index-Reader of his Learning ; their 
Pride is abfurd, becaufe its Foundation is not real. Ifa 
Prime Minifter be proud of dancing a Minuet, or a Doétor 
in Divinity of playing at Back-gammon; their Pride is 
blame-worthy, becaufe they value themfelves for Accomplifh- 
ments which, in them, deferve no Value. If a Man {kill’d 
in the Oriental Languages, behave proudly on that Account, 
to one better vers’d, than he, in the Hiftory of his own 
Country ; his Pride is wrong, becaufe he values his own 
Endowment beyond what it deferves. And laftly, if a Man 
of the greateft Parts and Learning, think it beneath him to 
canvafs a Point of Moment, with a plain-fpoken, fenfible, 
unletter’d Man; his Pride is unjuftifiable, becaufe it leads 
him to rejeé? a Condition, which is not at all inconfiftent 
with, or derogatory from, the particular Endowment upon 
which he values himfelf. 

There is a wonderful Art in the Human Mind, when 
it fixes the Foundation of its Pride, and eftimates thofe 
Foundations in Competition with the good Qualities, or 
Endowments, of other Men. When we compare ourfelves 
with others, we never take a View of the whole Man, on 
either Side of the Comparifon: we know better. We per- 
haps exceed our Competitor in one Refpeét, and are exceeded 
by him in another : if we confider’d the whole Character and 
Situation, we might run the Rifque of being convine’d, that 
our Neighbour was our Superior ; and of that, we are a7 
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min’d not to be convine’d. We therefore attend only to 
our Neighbour’s Wants, and to our own Realities ; and we 
moft dextroufly turn our Sight from the oppofite Side of the 
Profpeét. Befides this, in comparing our own Pofleffions 
with thofe of other Men, we are ftrangely follicitous to lay 
hold of every Circumftance that may poflibly enhance our 
own, and deprefs our Competitor’s. ‘There is a kind of 
Dialogue, or Comedy, carried on in the Mind, upon this 
Occation. The Dramatis Perfone are Pride, Common-Senfe, 
Juftice, and the whole Train of Favourites which belong to 
the Heart of Mang fuch as Beauty, Fame, Wealth, Honour, 
and Religious or Party Zeal. Pride always lays hold on fuch 
of thefe as retain to her ; and forces Common Senfe to make 
Panegyricks upon them, and to recite Invectives againft fuch 
others as are produc’d by her Competitor, Juftice. If all 
the Tranfactions of the Heart and Imagination could be in- 
vefted with vifible Forms, or articulate Sounds ; we fhould 
find, in this Comedy, moft refin’d Art, excellent Humour, 
and moft precious Ridicule. 

That Pride truly confifts in fuch a Comparifon of ourfelves 
with other Men, appears from hence, that we very frequent- 
ly hear a Perfon cenfur’d, by one Man, for his Pride, while 
another reckons him remarkably good-natur’d, eafy, and 
condefcending. ‘This moft certainly proceeds from the Cuf- 
tom, .which belongs to every proud Man, of comparing him- 
felf with others. The Perfon who complain’d of the Pride 
of his Acquaintance, had fet fo high a Value on himfelf, as 
to expect fuch a Behaviour as becomes an Inferior to obferve 
towards his Betters; and being difappointed of that, laid it 
to the Account of Pride, which thus refus’d to fhew him the 
Refpect which was due to him. The Perfon who commend- 
ed the fame Man for his Good-nature and Condefcenfion, had 
not fet fo high a Value on himfelf, in Comparifon with his 
Neighbour ; and was therefore well:pleas’d, perhaps with the 
fame Behaviour which offended the other. Or it might hap- 
pen thus; that the third Perfon, the Man fo differently 
characteriz’d, efteem’d himfelf fuperior to the one, and therefore 
treated him with Diftance and Referve ; but accounted him- 
felf only equal or inferior to the other, and therefore paid 
him more Refpeé&t and Courtfaip. In cither Way it 
plainly appears that the Effencc of Pride confifts in compar- 
ing ourfelves with ethers, and in entertaining, after that 
Comparifon, higher Thoughts of ourfelves than what we 
dcferve in the Apprehenfion of thofe who call us proud. " 

rom 
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From this, may be drawn an Inference which I never once 
knew to fail; namely, that be who complains much of the Pride 
of others, is really bimfelf a very proud Man. The Reafon is 
plain. Pride contifts in a high Value of ourfelves, in Compa- 
rifon with others. Such 2 Value of ourfelves leads us to ex- 
pect proportionable Degrees of Refpeét and Deference. In 
Proportion to our Expectations, will be our Offence in cate 
of Difappointment. And we are naturally led to account 
for this Difappointment, by that’ Caufe which governs our 
own Behaviour towards others, and which in ourfelves we call 
a proper Self-efteem, but which appearing to us; in the pre- 
fent Inftant, exceffive and improper, we therefore call it 
Pride in the Perfon who thus difappoints us. Thus Hor- 
tenfius and Eugenio are eternally calling each other proud ; 
for each of them thinks himfelf the greateft Genius of the 
Age, and expects a fuitable Deference and Veneration. That 
the other does not pay it him, appears to each of them, a 
Proof of this exceffive Pride ; and to me, that thev are both 
exceflively and equally proud. 




































The Vision of HEAVEN. 





Geos mo: evurnor n2Ger ovepos 
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NE Evening after I had been reading the divine PLato, 
and contemplating on the all-perieét Attributes of the § 

great CREATOR of the Univerfe, I accidentally in themidt J 
of my Reverie happened to caft my Eye upon a Pam- 
phlet, which lay loofe in my Study, entitled, the Vifion of 
Heaven, wrote, as it feems, by the Author of Hurlothrumis 
of ever mad Memory ; where according to the wild Enthu- 
fiafm of that unconfin’d heroic Genius, he defcribes Bulls and 
Bears fighting in the upper Regions of the Sky, and prefently 
meets Moses or Davin, I forget which, defcending on a 
Cloud in Moon Stockings, Star Breeches, and Sun. Doublet, 
or fome fuch like Accoutrements, with Mary MaGpaLeENé 
by his Side cutting Capers, which he ingenioufly defcribes 
in the proper Terms of Art. I could not help immediately 
reflecting on that Obfervation of Dry DEN’s, that People of ihe 
moft lively Imaginations are the neare/ allied to Maduefs ; and 
1 am afraid not only the irregular Flights, but the imprudent 
Series of Conduct we daily fe in the moft ingenious Men, 
Vv ill 
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will greatly juftify this Obfervation. This was a me- 
lancholy Confideration ; a Thought however occurr’d to al- 
leviate this Pain, which was, that the Repentance of fuch is very 
readily received by the World: for the good Nature of Mankind 
which I have a very great Opinion of, in this Refpect imitates 
the Deity. He mighty Parent, all wife, all juft, and bounti- 
full, did not create fo noble a Species for Mifery, but has 
planted in us a natural Propenfity to admire Good and Beauty, 
in order to conduét us to Happinefs through this fair Face of 
Things, and recolleé us at lait to himfelf for all Eternity ! 
What a Blafphemy therefore would it be to paint fucha Being, 
as eafily provoked to Anger by the Errors of his Creatures, 
jealous and revengeful, nay even extending his Wrath to In- 
juftice, by involving the Innocent with the Guilty! Such 
Things are the flagrant Charatteriitics of a bad Man, not 
proper Attributes for the Author of our Being. I ftill conti- 
nued ruminating on this Subject, and now and then, to 
alleviate my Mind, caft my Eye on the abovementioned 
Maoon-giwerned Writer, till | went to Bed ; where in my 
Sleep, after having been hurried through as many romantic 
Adventures as ever enliven’d the exalted Brain of that Gentle- 
man, I had toward Morning the following more regular 
Dream, arifing, I fuppofe, from the confufed Notions I went 
to Reft with ; for Dreams, as the Stagyrite fays, are the 
faint Refemblances or the Shacows of our waking Thoughts 
and Adtions. I rofe, methought, out of a Place of Darkne/s 
vifible, as MILTON calls it, which was only light enough 
to fhew the confufed Horror of the Chaos that was around 
me ; when on a fudden, the War of Elements ceas’d, and 
as it were by Magic, each retiring to a proper Place, 
form’d a moit beautiful Creation. As I ftood admiring 
with no fmall Enthufiafm the Power and Goodnefs of 
the unfeen Efficient of this Paradife, unknowing *o what 
End I was placed there, and how I ought to act in or- 
der to contribute as much as lay in me to the Harmony 
of the whole ; methought, a Being like the Idea we have of 
an Angel, came and offered to conduct me through the un- 
known Regions, and to inftruct me in the Nature of what- 
ever I faw. Her Robes were like a Winter’s Cloud tinged 
with Darknefs, her Afpec&t was gloomy and penfive, and 
every Mark of a falfe Glory appeared upon her. By this 
Time a Number more of the fame Species as myfelf came 
thronging after her, every one expreffing the greateft Arden- 
cy to obey her, and believe her Inftructions ; yet this pre- 
tended Zeal might be perceived to proceed from Jar, which 
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feldom, if ever, is a Companion of Love. Upon my making 
fome Hefitation to join the Crowd, fhe immediately put on 
fuch a Frown of Terror, that my Biood ran chill to my 
Heart ; the Slaves of her Retinue too, though fecretly averfe 
to her Tyranny, j ined the Menaces that were made againft 
me, till the Fear of being left defolate and alone, made 
me add one more to the unhappy Number. We had not 
proceeded many Paces, before another Angel appeared to us, 
whofe Afpeét was fair and gentle, whofe Demeanor open and 
delightful, and her Garments were the unfullied Brightneis 
of Heav n. Our Eyes were inftantly fixed on this lovely 
Objeci, and Joy began to infpirc our Hearts. As foon as 
the Apoftate Sifter, who enthralled us, faw this Mittrefs of 
Happinefs, fhe filled the Air with a Milt that obftruéted our 
. Sight, and we could behold our Comfort no more; but as 
Refolution is a Guide to Truth, 1 and fome few more left 
this feeming Sorcerefs, and with a loud Voice implor’d the 
Affiftance of that other ceeleftial Being. Our Prayers were 
heard, andthe Air to our Sight grew ferene and ta again; 
though the reft of our late Fellow-Sufferers, who durft not 
relinquifh their. Errors through Fear, ftill remained under 
the Enchantment, Our great Proteéfre/s appeared again to 
us, and {poke in the following Manner: ‘* Happy are you, 
«© O Muitals, to efcape from that fell _Impoftor, who ufurps 
*© my Likenefs and Office, to delude the Unwary. 1 am 
*¢ RELIGIoN,the brighteft of Beings under the OMNIPOTENT, 
*¢ who conduct the Good to the Realms of unperifhabie Joy. 
‘« Sue is SUPERSTITION, who leads them aftray into the 
*¢ Path of Error. I rule in the Heart, She in /&ion; 
*¢ and there is not even one of her Dependants fo infatu- 
*< ated, but would declare, if they durit, againft her im- 
** pious Reign She has been attended long by a Matron 
*¢ called Custom, the Fallacy of whofe venerable Counte- 
*¢ nance entices Mankind into her Miftre’s’s Trair, and 
«* then Opinion guards the Entrance againft their Efcape. 
<* Let her delude thofe miftaken Wretches for a while with 
«* her antick Shows, whilft I Jead you to behold the Court 
© of unaltergble Delight.”” 4s foon as fhe had done fpeak- 
ing, there appeared a giorioys Light that extended to the utter- 
moft Parts of the Earth, and filled our Bofoms with the 
moft Heavenly Senfation. At a Diftance Myriads of cceleftial 
Inhabitants came flying down, and fhowered innumerable 
Bleffings upon us, as we ftood looking up at them. They 
feemed continually paffing to and from that eternal Source 
of Light. Whillt we wer¢g admiring this ftupendous Scene, 
one 
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one of thofe divine Meflengers, who had been to comfort 
our miftaken Brethren, involv’d in numberlefs Calamities by 
their deceitful Guide, afcended from ’em up to the Throne 
of the Most Hicu ; fhe was call’d on Earth RepenTANCE, 
and {cem’d beautiful even inT cars andMourniag. Not long after 
another defeended, ¢loath’d in ztherial Mildnefs ; the Smiles 
of Grace beam’d from her Eyes, as if fhe feem’d delighted 
with being charg’d with the firft Office of Heaw’n, doing 
Good; her Name was ForGiveness. Mercy went before 
her Prefence, and TrutH guided her Flight. She had in her 
Hands the Balm of Comfort, and the more fhe beftow’d, the 
more her Store encreas’d. On a fudden the Clouds that had 
hitherto obfcur’d the reft of our Species, were difpell’d, and 
the Majefty of the Supreme fhone upon them; at 
whofe Appearance, the Sorcere/s that had mifled ’em,,. retir’d 
again to the native Realms of infernal Darknefs, and was 
feen no more. As we were all going to offer up Thankf- 
givings for our Deliverance, I was awaken’d by the publick 
Rejoicings for the News of the Succefs of our Royal and 
brave Commander in Scotland. Which Accident, and my 
preceding Dream, afforded me fufficient Matter for Reflection 
all the Day after, on the fuperintending Goodnefs of Provi- 
dence, which conftantly does the beft for Mankind, educing 
Good and Happinefs even out of Evil and Calamities. 


PHILARETES 





Th FEMALE DRUM: 
Or, The Origin of Carvs, A Tale. 


Addreft to the Honourable Mifs CARPENTER. 


HOU, whom to counfel, is to praife, 
With Candour view thefe friendly Lays, 
Nor, from the Vice of Gaming free, 
Believe the Satire points at Thee ; 
Who Truth and Worth betimes can’ft prize, 
Nor yet too fprightly to be wife. 
M2 But 
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But hear this Tale of antient Time, 
Nor think it vain, tho’ told in Rhime. 






Elate with wide-extended Pow’r, 
Sworn Rivals from the natal Hour, 
Av' rice and Sloth, with hoftile Art 
Contended long for Woman’s Heart : 
She, fond of Wealth, afraid of Toil, 
Still fhifted the capricious Smile ; 
By Turns, to each the Heart was fold, 
Now bought with Eafe, and now with Gold ; 





Scarce either grafp’d the Sov’reign Sway, 
When Chance revers’d the profp’rous Day, 
The doubtful Strife was ftill renew’d, 
Each baffled oft, but ne’er fubdu’d ; 
When 4o’rice fhew’d the glitt’ring Prize, 
And Hopes and Fears began to rife, 

Sloth fhed on ev’ry bufy Senfe 

The gentle Balm of Indolence. 

When Sloth had fcreen’d, with artful Night, 
The foft Pavilion of Delight ; 

Stern Av’ rice, with reproachful Frewn, 
Would fcatter Thorns amongft her Down. 


Thus each by Turns the Realm controul’d, 
Which each in Turn defpair’d to hold ; 
At length, unable to contend, 
They join to chufe a comman Friend, 
To clofe, in Love, the long Debate, 
Such Love, as mutual Fears create ; 
A Friend they chofe, a Friend to both, 
Of Av’ rice born, and nurs’d by Sloth ; 
An artful Nymph, whofe Reign bezan 
When Wifdom ceas’d to dwell with Man ; 
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In Wifdom’s awful Robes array’d, 

She rules o’er Politics and Trade ; 

And, by the Name of Cunning, known, 

Makes Wealth, and Fame, and Pow’r her own. 


In queft of Cunning, then, they rove 
O’er all the Windings of the Grove, 
Where twining Boughs their Shades unite, 
For Cunning ever flies the Light ; 
At length through Maz= perplext with Mazes 
Through Tracts confus’d, and private Ways, 
With finking Hearts and weary Feet, 
They gain their Fav’rite’s dark Retreat ; 
There, watchful at the Gate, they find 
Sufpicion, with her Eyes behind ; 
And wild Alarm, awaking, blows 
The Trump, that fhakes the World’s Repofe. 


The Guefts well-known, falute the Guard, 
The hundred Gates are foon unbarr’d ; 
Through half the gloomy Cave they prefs, 
And reach the wily Queen’s Recefs ; 

The wily Queen difturb’d, they view, 
With Schemes to fly, though none purfue ; 
And, in perpetual Care to hide, 

What none will ever feek, employ’d. 


* Great Queen, (they pray’d) our Feuds compofe, 


* And let us never more be Foes.’ 

*¢ This Hour, (fhe crys) your Difcord ends, 
“¢ Henceforth, be Sloth and Av’rice Friends ; 
*¢ Henceforth, with equal Pride, prepare 

“© To rule at once the Captive-Fair.” 


2 
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Th’ attentive Pow’rs, in filence heard, 
Nor utter’d what they hop’d or fear’d, 
But fearch’d in vain the dark Decree, 

For Cunning loves Obfcurity ; 







Nor would fhe foon her Laws explairi, ° 
For Cunning ever joys to pain. 


She then before their wond’ring Eyes, 
Bids Piles of painted Paper rife ; 
«¢ Search now thefe Heaps, (fhe crys) here find 
«¢ Fit Emblem of your Pow’r combin’d.” 
The Heap to Av’ rice firft the gave, 
Who foon defcry’d her darling Knave ; 
And Sloth, e’er Envy long could fting, 
With joyful Eyes beheld a King. 
s¢ Thefe Gifts (faid Cunning) bear aways 
*¢ Sure Engines of defpotick Sway ; 
«« Thefe Charms difpenfe o’er all the Ball, 
«¢ Secure to rule, where-e’er they fall. 
«6 The Love of Cards, let Sloth infufe, 
«¢ The Love of Money foon enfues ; 
ss The ftrong Defire thal] ne’er decay, 
«¢ Who plays to win, fhall win to play ; 
s¢ The Breaft, where Love had plann’d his Reign, 
s¢ Shall burn, unquench’d with Luft of Gain; 
*¢ And all the Charms that Wit can boaft, 
«* In Dreams of better Luck be Joft,”” 








Thus, neither innocent, nor gay, 
The ufelefs Hours fhall fleet away, 
While Time 0’erlooks the trivial Strife, 
And; fcoffing, fhakes the Sands of Life ; 
’Till the wan Maid, whofe. early Bloom 
The Vigils of Quadrille confume ; 
Exhautted, by the Pangs of Play, 
To Sheth, and Av’rice falls a Prey. 
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The PatrioT’s PRAY ER, 


ARENT of all, Omnipotent 
In Heav’n, and Earth below; 
Thro’ all Creation’s Bounds unfpent 
Whofe Streams of Goodnefs flow ; 


Teach me to know from whence I rofe, 
And unto what defign’d ; 

No private Aims let me propofe, 
Since link’d with human Kind. 


But chief to hear my Country’s Voice, 
May all myThoughts incline : 

*Tis Reafon’s Law, ’tis Virtue’s Choice, 
Tis Nature’s Call and thine. 


Me from fair.Freedom’s facred Caufe, 
Let nothing e’er divide; 

Grandeur, nor Gold, nor vain Applaufe, 
Nor Friendfhip falfe mifguide, 


Let me not Faétion’s partial Hate 
Purfue to Britain’s Woe; 

Nor grafp the Thunder of the State, 

To wound a private Foe. 


If, for the Right, to with the Wrong 
My Country fhould combine ; 


Single to ferve th’erroneous Throng, 
Spite of themfelves, be mine. 
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UA mola littorex ftat Ofithz, proxima parvam 
Occupat Idalio de grege nympha cafam ; 
Quz fi forte meo, fi forte arriferit igni, 
Quam reliqui poterint fuaviter ire dies { 
Averfum in peétus vix ulla irreperet audax 





Cura, magifterium qua tenct unus Amor. 
Letor ? abunde magis prefenti letor amica. 
Meereo ? fed mordet moeror abunde minus, 


Non fucus; non fictz illi mendacia forme, 
Quod folitum eft, decorant dedecorantque genas¢ 
Simplex munditiis meus eft amor, inftar amceni 
Ruris, ubi- rofeo Sol vehit axe diem. 
O ! quam me inceffit, quam me mihi furripit illa 
Vis animi vivax, & fine felle lepos ! 
Quique loquenti inhiant M/libeus, Hylafve, ftupefcunt 
Non intellectum precipitafle diem, 


Quid mihi libertas, fecura quid otia profint, 
Quid quod opes ftipam, quod fovet alma falus, 

Ni comes Hec etiam addatur, magis unde juvabunt 
Libertas & opes, otia, & alma falus ? 

Si, Superi, concefla petam, mihi dicite, fortem 
Anne manet merces ulla futura meam? 

Et fcio quod certe manet, atque obtcftor Olympum 
Unica fit merces, fit Galatea mihi. 


An ODE to FLORIO. 


I. 
N vain we ftrive, my Friend; in vain, 
To lead an eafy, quict Life: 
. Each fleeting Moment brings new Pain, 
Each coming Hour engenders Strife. 















II, 


The Infant fpends its prattling Age 
In airy Trifles, wanton Toys ; 


Yet melts in Tears, or fwells with Rage, 


For ev’ry Play-thing it enjoys. 
Ill. 


The riper Youth, in Learning’s Maze 
Treads a dull plodding tedious Round ; 

Or Love o’ercomes the Thirft of Praife, 
And galls him with a fancy’d Wound. 


IV. 


The finifh’d Man confirm’d a Cheat, 
In Bufinefs and in Hurry toils : 

Hard Hap, that he muft ufe Deceit, 
And circumvent you while he fmiles! 


V. 


But fee him, now his Toils are o’er, 
At Eafe, and impotently wife: 

And when he thinks of Pain no more, 
Before he lives, the Caitiff dies, 


VI. 


Such is the Life, dear Friend, we covet § 
Such, Florio, is our prefent State : 

Let us in Wine and Love improve it, 

And happy be in fpight of Fate, 
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LITERARY MEMOIRS. 


To the Keeper of th MUSEUM. 
SIR, 


S you profefs to give Accounts not only of fuch Books 
as are publifh’d, but of fuch as are preparing for the 
refs, I imagine a fmall Specimen of a Work, which the 
Publick has great Expectations from, cannot fail of being 
acceptable. The Work I mean, is Mr. Dosson’s Tranila- 
tion of the Paradife Loft into Latin; and the Beginning of 
the third Book, which opens with that fine Hymn to Light, 
in which the Author’s own Blindnefs is fo feelingly lamented, 
having fallen into my Hands, I fend it you for the Entertain- 
ment of your Readers; and hope it can give no reafonabie 
Offence to Mr. Dosson, as it is rather intended to ferve 
him, than to injure. 
Iam, Sir, your conftant Reader 


A. B. 


MILT. Lib. Il. Ver.-1. 


Andem 6 fanéta mihi falve Lux, maxima ceeli 
Primaque Progenies! feu fufum numine ab ipfe 
Te jubar equevdm fas dicere: nam Deus eft Lux, 
Altaque inacceffz penetralia lucis ab omni 
Seclorum ferie incoluit ; Te fcilicet ipfam 
Incoluit, clara zternaque ab origine Proles 
Clara flueng, magni.pulcherrima Patris Imago. 
fEtherium an fumen liquidufque lubentiiis audis 
Rivus? at arcanum cui fas recludere fontem ? 
Tu Ceelis & Sole prior ; Tu, voce Supremi 
Audita, tanquam expanfo circumflua velo 
Nigraruin laté veftibas agmen aquarum 
Jam tum furgentim é vacuo informique Profundo. 
‘Te penna intrepidus jam Jiberiore revifo, 
Gurgite ab inferno remeans, immane ferumque 
“Tandem emenfus iter, qua per loca fenta tenebrifquet 
tita continuis cecini Noctemque Chaumque, 
Triftis, & Orphei oblitus modulamina plectri. 


Mufa 
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Mufa dedit pronum tentare iter, alta Profundi 
Scrutari arcana, etheriafque evadere ad auras, 
Difficilique pedem atque abrupto in tramite duxit. 
Te demum illefus repeto, Lux alma, tuumque 
Agnofco vitale jubar ; tamen invida noftris 

Ipfa negas te offerre oculis, qui plurima inani 

Sefe circumagunt motu, femperque requirunt 
Nequicquam optatos radios & amabile lumen: 
Reftinxit nox tanta acies, feu nubila faltem 

Vela premunt. Ego Picridum non fecius erro 
Avia per loca, divini perculfus amore 

Carminis, aut wmbras aut colles inter apricos, 

Aut fontem ad purum. Te vero ante omnia, fuavis 
Te Sion, variofque finu referentia flores 

Quz facros allapfa pedes tibi garrula lambunt 
Flumina, noéturnus repeto ; memorique revolvo 
Mecum animo Par dulce Virim, quos feva premebat 
Communis mihi fors, (eadem {i fama maneret !) 
Mezonidem Thamyrimque ; & Phinea fepe recordor 
Tirefiamque antiquum, orbatos lumine vates. 
Peétore ibi tacito totus fruor, unde canori 

Sponte fluunt numeri, quales Philomela tenebris 
Dat medijs, densa carmen modulata fub umbra, 
Rite vices diverf anni, diverfa recurrunt 
‘Tempora ; fed mihi nec vefper, nec mane recurrit ; 
Non vernz frondes, rofa non zftiva: latentque 

Me letz pecudes, & fparfa armenta per agros, 

Me divina hominis facies: caligine nubes 

Urgent perpetuz : fugiunt procul omnia vite 
Gaudia. Quin mundi labor & pulcherrima feripta 
Nature veluti rafam mihi cunéta tabellam_- 
Objiciunt mifero ; penitufque occluditur una 
Portarum, per quas aditum fapientia querit. 

Ergo infunde animo, Lux 6 divinior, almos 
Uberius radios, penetraliaque intima mentis 
Illuftra ; meliora ibi confere lumina pulfis 
Nubibus, ut videam interiis fantiffima rerum 
Arcana, humanifque oculis impervia pandam, 


Difionaire 
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DiGiionaire de Mythologie, ec. 
That is, 


4 Mythological DiGionary, for the Explanation of tke 
ancient Poets, fabulous Hiftory, Hiftorical Monu- 
ments, Bas-reliefs, Piéiures, Sc. Three Volumes, 
12mo, Paris 1745. 


Work of this Nature being incapable of an Abridgment, 
A we fhall only felect one or two Articles, by way of 
Specimen, and give the Reader cur Author’s general View 
in his own Words. ’ 

Under the Name of Mythology, fays he, I do not only in- 
clude the fabulous Hiftory of the Gods, Demi-Gods, and 


Heroes of profane Antiquity, although thefe contain the pro- 
per Subjects and Grounds of this Science, as its Name im- 
ports; but Iinclude in it likewife every thing that relates to 
the Pagan Religion ; that is to fay, all the different Syftems 
of Theology, and all the monftrous Dodtrines which were 
fucceflively eftablifh’d in the different Ages of Paganifm ; 


the Myfteries and Ceremonies with which they worfhiped 
their pretended Deities ; Oracles, Divinations, Auguries, 
Aufpices, Prefages, Prodigies, Expiations, Devotements, Evo- 
cations, and all the Formalities of Soothfaying ; the Functions 
of Priefts, of Diviners, Sybils, Veftals, Feftivals, and Sports, 
Sacrifices, and Victims ; Temples, Altars, Tripodes, facred 
Groves, Statues, and in general all the Symbols under which 
Idolatry maintained itfelf in the World, during fo. great 4 
Number of Ages. 

It is eafy to'conceive, that fo vafta Plan muft have fur- 
nifhed the Abbe de be (for that is our Author’s Name) 
with a great Copioufnefs of learned Enquiries, which could 
not, without great Concifenefs of Stile, be brought within 
the Compafs of three Volumes in Twelves, though printed in 
very fmall Characters. But he has given great Application 
to make his Work compleat, and affures his Reader, ‘* that 
** he will have all the Courage and Patience neceflary to 

render it continually more fo, affifted by the Information 

of thofe who fhall oblige him with their Criticifms, Emen- 
dations, and InftruGtions.”” He then reckons up the Ad- 
vantages that fuch a Work miuft be attended with. It con- 
vinces us, by obferving the Errors into which the wifeft na 
the 
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the Ancients have fallen, that the Chriftian Rcligion alone 
gives us worthy and juit Ideas of the Deity. It enables us 
to underftand the Works of the Greeks and Romans, by cx- 
plaining the religious Myitcrics, to which they continually 
allude; and it helps us to ditcover the Subjects and Defigns of 
Painters and Sculptors. 

The Author informs us, that the 4de Ranier intended to 
have finifhed his laboriou Enquiries into the Heathen Mytho+ 
logy, with a Dictionary of this Nature; but his Death pre- 
vented him, and our Author undertook it to fupply his De- 
fign. He acknowledges his Obligations to that Author, to 
Mantfaxcon’s Antiquitics, Fontenedle’s Hilto:v of Oracles, and 
Father Brumoy’s Grecian Theatre. He has alfo carefully 
examined the ancient original Authors ; but has profited 
moft by Paufanias, and the Greek Tragick Posts ; from 
which jaft, he has drawn many curious and interefting Facts, 
which, he believes have hardly yet appeared in any Mytholo- 
gical Colleétion. By tranfcribing fome Articles, the Reader 
will be enabled to judge of our Author’s Stile, and the 
Manner in which he has executed this great Undertak- 
ing. 

‘© Adonis had his Birth from the inceftuous Commerce of 
Myrrba with her Father Cynyras. That Princefs, being oblig- 
ed to fly from the juft Anger of her Father, retired into Arva- 
bia, where the Gods changed her into the l'ree which produc- 
ed Myrrh. When the Term arrived, that 4donis was to be 
born, the Tree opened to difcharge him; the neighbouring 
Nymphs received him as foon as he was born, and nurfed 
him in the Caves of Arabia. When he was grown up, he 
went to the Court of Byblos nPbanicia, of which he foon 
became the Ornament. Venus faw him there, and fell in 
Love with him. She preferr’d the Conqueft of Adonis, to 
that of the Gods themfelves; and abandon’d the Abodes of 
Cythera, Amathus, and Paphos, t follow him when he hunt- 
ed in the Forefts of Libanus. Mars, jealous of the Prefe- 
rence which Venus gave Adonis, made ufe of the Affiitance 
of Diana to revenge himfelf, and fent a monftrous wild Boat 
againit him when he was hunting. He darted his Spear, and 
wounded it; but the wild Beatt ruihed in upon him, and tore 
him in Pieces. Venus ran to his Afliitance, but too late; 
he was already dead. She fhewed all the Signs of a moft 
exceflive Grict, and chang’d him afterwards into an Anemone. 
Euripides fays, that Diana thus revenged the Death of her 
favourite Hypolitus, of which Venus had been the Caufe. 
Adonis, after he defcended to the Kingdon of Pluta, was 

able 
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able to infpire, even there, the moft tender Paffions. Pro- 
ferpine fell in Love with him ; and when Venus had obtain’d 
of ‘fupiter, that he fhould return to Life, the infernal God- 
defs oppofed it, and refufed to give him back. The Father 
of the Gods .was perplexed w ith their Difputé; and being 
unwilling to difoblige either of the Parties, referred them to 
the Decifion of the Mufe Calliope e, Who compounded the 
Difference, and ordered that he fhould live alternately with 
each of the Gsoddefles. ‘The caw: were immediately ‘deput- 
ed to bring back Ad:nts from the infernal Kingdom ; and ever 
afterwards he remained fix Months upon Earth with Venus, 
and fix Months with Preferpine in the Shades.” Such is the 
Fable of Adonis, his Hiftory is as follows. 

*¢ Adonis was a young Prince poffefs’d of the fineft Accom- 
plifhments both of Mind and Box dy. He married a Daughte 
of the King of Byblos, and afcended the Throne after his 
Father-in-law. The ‘Lamentations ‘of his Subjects for his 
Death, are a Proof that he was the Darling of his People 
when living. One Day when he was hunting i in the Foretts 
of Mount Libanus, awild Boar wounded him. ‘The Queen, 
who loved him paffionately, thinking the Wound mortal, 
expreffed fo violent a Grief, that he was generally pr 3 
to be dead, and wa2s accordingly mourned for, not only in 
Byblos, but in all Pharnicia. However, he did not die of his 
Wound, and by the End of the Year was perfeétly cured. 
Joy then fucceeded to their Grief, and in the Tranfports of 
the publick Gaiety, they faid that their Prince was return’d 
back to them from the other World. 

The Worfhip of Adonis began in Phanicia, where that 
Prince had reigned. From “thence it fpread: itfelf into 
the neighbouring Countries, Evypt, Syria, and even into 
7 ; for the Prophets often reproach the Yews with it. 

‘rom Syria it went tnto Perfa, the Ifland of Cyprus, and 
over all Greece. His Feftival continued eight Days. All the 
City went into Mourning, and expreffed the greateft Signs of 
publick AffiiGtion. Nothing was to be heard 1 but Groans and 
Weeping. The Wemen, who were the Minifters of his 
Worthip, ran about the Streets with their Heads fhaved, and 
beating their Breafts. At Alexandria, the Queen or the Lady 
of higheft Quality in the Place, carried the Statue of Adonis, 
accompanied by the moft eminent Women, who held in their 
Hands, Bafkets fuli of Perfumes, Flowers, and Fruits. The 
Pomp was clofed by other Ladies, who bore rich Tapeftries, 
on which were placed two Beds embroider’d with “— arid 

ilver, 
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Silver, one for Venus, and the other for Adonis; in the latts 
was the Statue of the young Prince, with a mortal Palenefs 
upon his Face, which did not efface the Charms that had made 
him fo amiable. This Proceflion was accompanied with the 
Sound of Trumpets, and ali other Inftruments as well as 
Voices. At Athens, when the Time of the Feaft was come, 
they placed in different Parts of the City, Figures refembling 
a young Man as dead in the Flower of his Age. ‘Ihe Wo- 
men, drefs’d in Mourning, came and took them up, to cele- 
brate the Funeral Rites; weeping and finging Songs, which 
exprefled their Affliftion. Thefe Days of Mourning were 
reputed unfortunate ; and it was taken as a bad Augury, 
that the Athenian Fleet then fet Sail for Sicily, and that the 
Emperor ‘Yulian entered Antioch on the fame Solemnity. The 
laft Day of the Feftival, this Mourning was changed into 
Joy, and every one rejoiced for the Refurrection of Adonis, 
or for his Apotheofis. Among other Ceremonics, there were 
carried at this Feftival, Veffels filled with Earth, in which 
had been fown Wheat, Flowers, Grafs, Fruits, and young 
Trees planted. At the Lund of this Solemnity, thefe = 


ble Gardens were thrown into the Sea, or into fome Foun- 


tains. It was a kind of Sacrifice which they made to Adonis, 
and had Allufions to the Circumftances of his Life and Death.’’ 
Such is our Author’s Account of Adonis. We fhall conclude 


this Extract with the Article of Jditbras. 

“6 Mithras was an ancient God of the Perfians, who under 
that Name worfhiped the Sun and Fire. He was born, ac- 
cording to them, of a Stone; which fignifies that when a 
Flint is ftruck, Fire comes out of it. Defirous of having a 
Sen, and being averfe to Women, he lay, fays Plutarch, 
with a Stone, and had a Son called Diorphus. This God 
was ftiled invincible ; as appears by an ancient Infcription, 
To the God, the Sun, the invincible Mithras. The Charaéter of 
Invincible agrees very well with the Sun ; Nothing can ftop his 
Courfe or his Influence. The Romans adopted this God of 
the Perfians, like thofe of other Nations. It is only by theig 
Means, that we have the Monuments of A4ithras tranf- 
mitted to us; for there is no Perjian Image of the God re- 
maining. ‘The moft ufual Appearance which the Artifts have 
given him, is that of a young Man ina Phrygiax Cap, a 
‘Tunick, and a Mantle, who holds his Knee upon a Bull 
which lies upon the Ground, and feizing it by the Throat 
with his left Hand, plunges a Poniard into itssNeck with 
his Right. This, it is faid, fignifies the great Power of the 
Sun, when he enters’ the-Conftellation of Tauru:. Jfithras 
Ne 2 lj 
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is commonly attended with feveral Animals, relating to thé 
other Signs of the Zodiack ; fo that it is indifputable that 
Mitbras was a Symbol of the Sun; and Statius, invoking 
the Sun, exprefics himfelf thus; ‘** Sun, be propitious to 
*¢ me ; whcther I invoke thee under the Name of Titan, 
“¢ Gyyris, or that of Mithras; when in the Caves of Perfia 
*¢ thou laycft hold of the Horns of the Rebel Bull, who 
“¢ ftriying in vain, is compell’d to follow thee.” 

The Commentator upon this Paflage, tells us, that the 
Perfians firtt worfhipped the Sun in Caves and Dens, to fig- 
nify, that fometimes he was eclipfed: That the Bull which 
he holds by the Horns, fignifies the Moon, who difdaining to 
attend her Brother, places herfeif before him, and obftrués 
his Light ; but that the Sun, by that violent AGtion, afferts 
his own Superiority. The Worfhip of Mithras, before 
it reached to Greece and Rome, had pafs’d into Cappadocia, 
where Strabo fays, he faw a great Number of his Priefts, 
His Rites were introduced at Kzme, during the War with the 
Pirates, in the Year of the City 687. 

This whole Work feems every where conduéted with 
great Decency and Circumfpection, and ceferves to be re« 
commended not only for the immediate Ufefulnefs of the 
Defign, but efpecially as it conftantly infpires a Love of Virtue 
and Deteftation of Vice. 


Lettre fur Jean Faust, &e. 
That is, 


A Letter concerning Joun Faust, Printer of Mentz. 
By a Librarian of Geneva. Geneva, 1745. 


r ye Epiftolary Differtation is a very curious Inquiry 
into a Subjeé& hitherto entirely unknown, the Death 

of the famous joun Faust, or Fust, the reputed Inven- 
tor of the Art of Printing, TheWriter obferves that his Remarks 
would have appzar’d more feafonably about fix Years ago, 
at which Time a prodigious Number of Papers were publith’d 
on the Subject of Printing; and in the Year 1740, moft of 
the German Univerlities celebrated the third Jubilee of the 
Invention of this Art, and Elogiums upon it were printed 
every where. Yet very few Facts are preferv’d relating to 
Fust, one of its principal Inventors, and there is a profound 
Silence concerning all the Cirumftances of his Death ; which 
~ 
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is not a little furprizing, with refpect to fo confiderable a 
Man. 

We only know that he was a Silver-fmith by Profeffion, 
tho’ of a good Family in Adentz. His Brother, fames Fu/t, 
was Burgomafter of the City in 1461. ‘Their Family was 
originally of Ajchaffendurgh. His Defcendants were receiy’d 
among the Patrician Families of Franckfort, towards -the End 
of the fixteenth Century, and were in being in 1704, and 
perhays later. TI'wo of them made themfclves illuftrious by 
their Writings. But all the Accourt that has yet been given 
of their famous Anceftor, is meerly conjeSiural with relation 
to the Time of his Death, which is fix’d fome time about 
the Year 1466 or 1467, for this Reafon ; that! we find his 
Name in no printed Book after the Edition of Tudly’s Offices, 
which was finifh’d on the fourth of February, 1466; and 
the firft where we find only the Name of Schoeffer, his 
Partner and Son-in-law, is dated the eighth of Offober, 1467, 
Our Author being duly fenfible of the Obligations which the 
whole learned, World owes to the Inventor of Printing, is 
glad to improve fome accidental Lights he met with, to give 
us a full and fatisfaétory Account of his Death. 

There are extant, it feems, in the publick Library of 
Geneva, two Copies of Tully’s Offices, pinted at Mentz, by 
Fust in 1465 and 1466. They are printed on. very fine 
Vellum, and well preferv’d. ‘(he latter had formerly be- 
long’d to the Sieur Lewis de la Vernade, Chancellor of the 
Duke of Bourbon, who had receiv’d it as a Prefent from 
Fust himfelf. Under the Name of the Printer, is the fol- 
lowing Infcription, in bad Latin, very legibly wrote and well 
preferv’d. 


Hic liber pertinet michi Ludovico de la Vernade, Militi, 
Cancellario Domini mei Ducis Borbonit & Alvernie, ac Prefr- 
denti Parlamenti lingue Occitanie, quem dedit michi “fo. Fuft 
Jupradidtus Parifiis, in menfe ‘fulii,-Anno Domini M.CCCC.LXV1. 
me tune exiftente Parifus pro generali reformatione totius 


regni "rancorum. 
In Englifh, 


This Book belongs io me Lewis de la Vernade, Knight, 
Chancellor of my Lord the Duke of Bourbon and Auvergne, &e. 
which [Book] was given me by the above-faid Joun Fust et 
Paris, in the Month of July, in the Year of our Lord 1466: 
I being then at Paris for the general Reformation of the French 
Kingdom. 


Vou. I oO This 





+. ist 


































106 The MUSEUM: Or the 


This little Hiftorical Note had been publifh’d fome time 
before, in hopes that it might afford fome Lluftration for the 
Inquiries, then fo much in Vogue, into the Origin of Print- 
ing. But no Ufe was made of it. And the Perfon to whom 
it relates, feems to give himfelf an Air of Importance, quite 
unfuitable to the fimall Notice which Hiftory takes of his 
Family. In the Mifcellanies of Ba/uze, mention is made of 
one Charles de la Vernade, Mafter of Requefts at Paris, who 
is honourably {poke of in the Inftructions of Charles Vill, to 
his Ambafladors at Rome in 1484. Probably he was Son to 
the above-mention’d Lewis. But tho’ this Family might 
make an honourable Figure at the Bar, yet it feems a little 
unaccountable how a Chancellor of the Bourbonnois came to be 
charg’d with the Reformation of the whole French Kingdom. 
We learn however fome Things certain from this Note: 
That Fust was at Paris in 1466, that he came to fell his 
Impreflion of Txily’s Offices, and that he made Prefents of it 
to the confiderable Mcn, in order to fecure their Counte- 
nance and Proteétion. 

Here are already fome Particulars, which we find no 
where elfe ; and we have no fort of Account of Fust, pof- 
terior to this Date. With regard to thofe obfcure Words, 
Me tune exiffente Parifiis pro generali reformatione totius 
vegni, our Author has given a very clear and fatisfactory Ex- 
planation of the whole Matter, from the Hiftory of Lewis 
XI, lately publifh’d by M. Ducks. * In 1466, fays M. 
*© Duelos, an Atiembly was held at Efampes for the Refor- 
«* mation of the State. It had been agreed, by the Freaty 
*© of St. Adaur, to name thirty-fix confidcrable Perfons ; Vite 
*< twelve Prclates, twelve Gentlemen, and twelve Magif- 
** trates, to confult about this Reformation. The Plague, 
¢¢ which then afflicted Parts, had retarded the Execution of 
*¢ this Article; but at laft the Reformers, to the Number 
“< of twenty-one, opened their Affemblies at Paris, the 15th 
** of Fuly, ¥466.” 

‘Fhe Names of the feveral Commiffioners come next; 
and La Vernade, Chancellor of the Bourbannois, is among 
the firft. The Meeting was remov’d to E/fampes on account 


.of the Infeétion which then prevail’d at Paris, and of which 


forty thoufand Men died in the Months of Augu/t and Sep- 
tember. This Circumftance was not at all favourable to a 
Printer, who had come to fell fuch a Curiofity at Paris. 


+ But the moft melancholy Part of the Story, is, that according 


to all Appearances, poor Fust himfelf was one of thofe who 


fuffer’d in this Mortality. We have feen that he was at 


Paris 
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Paris in Pies 1466. In the two next Months, the Plague 
carried off a prodigious Multitude in that City. It is prova- 
ble that FUstT was not careful enough to get out of the Way 
in Time. A Man who has very valuable Goods in a Place 
which he comes to meerly to fell them, can not readily per- 
fuade himfelf to lofe his Market: ‘This Conjecture becomes 
more probable, if we obferve that after this Period no Men- 
tion is made of Fust. If he really died in this Manner, it 
is not at dll furprizing that no Cotemporary Writer fhould 
mention it. The Death of thofe who fuffer by the Plague, 
is comunonly very little, or but imperfectly, known; oa 
account of the epidemical Sicknefs and the Confufion which 
reigns in fo great a publick Calamity. A Stranger efpecially, 
who is involv’d in fuch a Time of Defolation, is hardly 
taken Notice of by any body. 

If Fust ended his fon fo tragically, it muft be confefs’d 
that he met with very fevere Strokes of Fortune. After he 
fold the Impreffion of his Bible, of 1462, at Paris, his Coun- 
try was ravag’d. Great Contefts arofe at Adentz, about the 
End. of the fame Year. Two Competitors, Adelphus of 
Naffau, and Dietherick of Ifembourg, difputed the Succeffion 
of that Archbifhoprick. The Former furpriz’d the City, 
pillag’d it, and cut in Pieces above four hundred Townf- 
men: thofe who did not perith, were oblig’d to fly: all 
Commerce was interrupted: and the Prefs of Fusr and of 
his Partner, did not work for above two Years. In 1465 
he fet to work again, and in 1466 died of the Plague at 
Paris, whither he had gone to fell his Books. Thofe of 
them which he left unfold at Paris, were of courfe intirely 
loft to his Heirs. The Misfortunes of 2 Man to whom 
the World is fo much oblig’d, would: almoft make one dif- 
fatishied with Providence, if we did not attend to their Con- 
fequences. When MMentz was pillag’d, and the Printing- 
Office interrupted, the Workmen to whom FustT and 
ScHOEFFER had trufted their Difcovery, and whom they 
had oblig’d to Secrefy, were then forc’d to fettle in other 
Cities, and to fet up new Prefies to maintain themfelves. 
Thus the Misfortunes of the Inventors of Printing, were the 
Means of fpreading that Art thro’ all Eurepe, to the infinite 
Advantage and Improvement of the World. 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


A clear and fuccin View of the Hiftory, Paver, 
and Interefis of the Houfe of AusTRIA, 


HE Difputes between the Houfes of 4u/fria and Bour- 

bon, having been the principai Caufe ot thofe ‘Troubles 

that have difturbed the Peace of Europe for feveral Ages paft, 
and there being but too juft Grounds to believe that thefe 
Debates will be no lefs fatal to the Tranquillity of fucceeding 
Ages; it may. be eafily conceived from hence, that nothing 
can contribute more to the forming a juit Idea of the prefent 
State of Things, and of the Maxims of Policy,. by which 
the feveral Powers of Chriffendom regulate their .Views, than 
a clear and diflin& Account of the Aquifitions, Pretenfions, 
interefts, Controverfies, and Conneétions of. thefe two -great 
Fainilies. It is indeed true, that this is fo wide, and fo am- 
ple a Field, that it might well afford Matter fufficient for 
feveral large Volumes; but our Bufinefs is to contract it, to 
fele& from the Materials proper for fo large a Hiftory, thofe 
Particulars that are fitteft for the Purpofes before mentioned, 
and by ranging thefe in a proper Order, to-afford the Reader 
fuch a Profpect of this Subject, as it would be very difficult 
for him to obtain, even from fo large a Hiftory, though 
written with all the Skill and Accuracy poffible. This At- 
tempt indeed is hardy and difficult, but then it is both rational 
and requifite ; there is no proceeding on our Plan without it, 
and he who aims at pleafing the Publick, and who has al- 
ready received Marks of their Wiilingnefs tobe pleafed 
with his Endeavours, will never think any thing hard or im- 
practicable, which he is. convinced is neceflary ‘for their Ser- 
vice. With this View, and with thefe Hopes, let us begin 
with the Hiftory of the ag of Aufiria, and ufe our utmoft 
Care and Diligence to free thefe Circumtances that are moft 
fuited to our Defign, from that Obfcurity, Perplexity, and 
kmbarrafment. in which they have been hitherto involved ; 
chiefly from the Prejudices. and. Prepofleffions of almoft all 
the Hiftorians, who have undertaken to afford us Light into 
thefe Matters; and who, inftead of reprefenting Things as 
they really were, have made it their Bufinefs to mifreprefent 
them in fuch a Manner, as might bring the World in 
general to embrace for Truth their particular Opinions, is 
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As to the Original of this great and flourifhing Family, 
there is no Need of troubling ourfelves, or our Readers with 
the Difputes of various Writers about it ; thefe very Difputes 
prove its great Antiquity, and the different Sentiments that 
have been publifhed about it, are fo many Evidences of a 
Delire to entitle many antient and illuftrious Houfes to the 
Honour of being allicd to this. The moft probable and beft 
attefted of thefe Accounts, make Rodolph Count of Hapfbourg, 
who is generally reputed the Founder, becaufe he was the 
frit Emperor of this Famliy, defcended by his Father’s Side 
from the Counts of Tierflien, near Ba/fil, in Switzerland; and 
by the Mother’s Side from the antient Counts of Hap/bourg. 
He enjoyed from his Father the Landgravate of Alface ; and 
the Glory with which he extricated himfelf from feveral 
unjuft Wars that were made againft him by his Neighbours, 
induced theCantons of Uri, Schwitz, and Underwald to demand 
his Protection ; the Cities of Zurich and Frybourg did the like ; 
the Counties of Kyburgh, Lentzburgh, and Baden, came to 
him by the Death of his Coufin ; and fome other Lordfhips 
were added to his Dominions in Right of his Wife. . 

The Extent of his Reputation exceeded by very much that 
of his Territories ; and the Prudence with which he governed 
them, induced Oftocarus King of Bohemia, to make Choice 
of Rodelph of Hapfoourg for his Prime Minifter ; which Dignity 
he enjoyed with the Title of Great Mafter of his Houthold. 
In this Situation of Things, the Empire became vacant b 
the Death of Henry II, and the Affairs of Germany fell into the 

reateft Confufion ; for fome endeavoured to raife Alphonfus 
King of Caftille, others Richard Earl of Cornwal, to the Im- 
perial Dignity. Indeed both took the Title, but neither 
enjoyed the Authority of Emperor. During the Time of 
thefe Difputes, three of the moft antient Families extinguith- 
ed; by which the Dutchy of Swabia, and the Margravates 
of Auftria and Hungary became vacant, which increafed the 
Diforders in Germany to fuch a Degree, that feveral great 
Cities had no otherWay to fecure themfelves from thofe Bands 
of Thieves and Plunderers, that ravaged whole Countries 
with Jmpunity, than to-enter into a League for mutual De- 


_fence, in fome meafure to fupply the: Want of that legal 


Government, by which they had been formerly . protected 
and- defended. 

At laft, in the Year 1273, when this Scene of Confufion 
had wearied out even thofe by whom it was occafioned, 
the Eleétor of Mentz propofed to remedy thefe Diforders, 
by the raifing of Rodo/ph of Hapfbourg to the Imperial Dignity ; 
, an 
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and this Propofal was immediately embraced, and the Ele€ors 
of Saxony and Brandenbourg, not only gave their Votes, but, to 
ftrengthen his Intereft, and to render him more able to 
fupport his new Dignity, they each of them married one of 
his Daughters. It was not long after his becoming Emperor, 
that he formed a Refolution of obliging Ottocarus King of 
Bohemia, to fubmit himfelf.to the Laws of the Empire. 
This Prince relying on his Power, and taking Advantage of 
the publick Calamity, had feized the Dutchy of Swabia, and 
the Margravate of 4u/iria ; but Redolph foon forced him to 
give up the Dutchy to his own fecond Son ; and even infifted, 
as he had a Right to do, upon his rendering him Homage 
for the Kingdom of Bshemia; which was extreamly mor- 
tifying to the proudeft, and moft ambitious Prince of his 
‘Time ; who could not forget that the prefent Emperor had 
been once Mafter of his Houfhold. At iength however he 
agreed to this, but upon Condition that he fhould do Homage 
to the Emperor in his Tent, and before the great Officers of 
the Empire only. Rodo/ph condefcended thereto; but when ac- 
cording to the Ceremony, the King was on his Knees with his 
Hands upon the Gofpels that lay open in the Emperor’s Lap, 
the great Officers of the Houfhold who were prefent, threw 
themfelves flat upon their Faces, and the Sides of the Tent 
being thrown up, exhibited this extraordinary Scene to the 
whole Imperial Army, ranged in two Lines on each Side of 
the Tent’ for that Purpofe. This provoked the King fo 
much, that at the Perfuafion of his Wife he renewed the 
War, in hopes of recovering Au/fria, Stiria, and Carniola ; but 
inftead of this, in the firft Battle he fought, he loft the Vic- 
tory and his Life together. ; 

e Emperor Rodolpb gave another Inftance of the Quick- 
nefs of his Wit, and his great Prefence of Mind, in the Cere- 
mony of his Coronation at Aix-la-Chapelle, when the Elec- 
tors made fome Difficulty becaufe the Sceptre was wanting: 
There is a Crucifix yonder, faid the Emperor, Jet us ufe that 
for a Sceptre. There was no rejecting this Expedient, fo 
that they were obliged to do their Homage, and. receive 
the Inveftiture of their Dominions, which they held as Fiefs 
of the Empire, by laying their Hands on the Crucifix 
inftead of the Sceptre. He anfwered in all Refpeéts the Ex- 
pectations of thofe who had raifed him to the Empire ; .for 
he reftored its Domeftick Tranquillity, and its Reputation 
with regard to Fereign Nations ; by fuppreffing fuch as made 
ufe of their Power to harrafs and difturb their Neighbours, 
as well as reftoring the Vigour of the Laws for the Punifh- 

ment 
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ment of lefler Offenders every where throughout the Em- 
pire. It is true, that he took great Care of iis own Family, 
obliging. Henry Duke of Bavaria to reftore him the Towns 
of Weltz, Lintz, Steyr, and other Places upon the River 
‘Ens, which had been mortgaged to him by Oitocarus King 
of Bohemia, which the Duke parted with to prevent being 
punifhed for the Affiftance he had given that Prince apie’ 
the Empire. It is alfo faid, that the Emperor Kedelph fold 
feveral Rights of the Empire in Jtaly, and made many of the 
Cities free. But in doing this, he thought he did no Pre- 
judice tothe Empire, fince he never affected to be, powerful 
in Jtaly, and therefore declined being crowned King of the 
Ramans by the Pope, or of Lombardy by the Archbifhop of 
Milan. He thought an Emperor might become powerful 
enough by minding his Affairs in Germany; and that their 
frequent , Henan into Italy had been prejudicial to the Ger- 
mans. Until his Time all Ads of State, all Laws, and all 
Proceedings in Courts of Juftice, had been written in Latin; 
but he changing that Cuftom, ufed the German Langosge 
himfelf, and eftablifhed this. Ufage for the future ; ina Word, 
he laid the Foundation of the Power and Grandeur of the 
German Empire, as well as of the Houfe of 4u/fria; and after a 
glorious Reign died in 1291, leaving behind him two Sons, 

Albert Duke of Aufiria, and Rodolph Duke of Swabia. 
After the Deceafe of this Prince, the Archbifhop and Elector of 
Méntz procured Adolphus of Naffau to be elected Emperor, with 
an Intention of Governing the Empire under his Name ; but 
-finding that Prince of too high a Spirit to bear fuch a Treat- 
-ment, he deferted him, and engaged other Electors to do the 
fame, who foon after took upon them to depofe him, and to 
ele& Albert Duke of Auftria, Emperor in his Stead. . This 
produced a civil War, which was ended in the Year 1298, 
by a decifive Battle, in which A/bert was not only victorious, 
but alfo killea his Competitor Adolphus with his own Hand, 
,and thereby fecured to himfelf the Pofleflion of the Impe- 
rial Dignity. The Elector of Adentz in a very little time 
grew as uneafy in regard to him, as he had been in refpect 
to the Emperor Adolphus; and relying on his own great Power 
and the Influence he had over the other Electors, he had the 
-Infolence to. tell him once, when they were hunting toge- 
.ther, that he.had nothing more to do, than to blow his 
Horn which hung at his Side, and immediately there fhould 
ftart up another Emperor. But in this he fhewed his Vanity 
and his Ambition, much more than either his Wifdom or his 
latereft ; for Albert had immediately Recourfe to Arms, or 
force 
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forced him, and the Electors who fided with him, toa {peedy 
Submifiion. He was a powerful and prudent Prince, and, 
like Rodolph his Father, was alike careful of the Concerns of 
his Family, and of the Interefts of the Empire. 

But with many great Qualities he had fome Mixture of 
Vices. His Ambition was boundlefs, and his Government 
arbitrary. The Governors he fent into Switzerland, which 
belonged to him, opprefled the People to fuch a Degree, that 
the Cantons of Ury, Schwitz, and Underwald, refolved to 
fet themfelves free ; in order to which, they entered into a 
Treaty or Confederacy in the Year 1307 for ten Years, 
which afterwards they renewed in 1315, and made perpetual: 
And this was the Origin of the Switz Republick, which has 
fince made fucha Figure in Europe. For tho’ the Emperor 
neglected nothing in order to reduce them again under his 
Dominion, yet it was in vain; for partly by the Situation 
of their Country, and partly by the Bravery of the People, 
they preferved their my in fpite of all his Endeavours. 
He married his eldeft Son Rodolph to Blanche the Daughter 
of Philip the fair, King of France, by which he gained fome 
Advantages to his Family. After her Deceafe he married 
Jfabella, Queen Dowager of Bohemia, and in her Right 
acquired that Kingdom, which now for the firft Time was 
poiiefled by the Houfe of Au/fria; but he dying foon after, 
they loft it again. As for the Emperor Albert, he con- 
tinued to govern the Empire with great Honour and 
Reputation feveral Years, in which Space he leffen’d the 
Power of the Clergy, made feveral good Laws, and endea- 
voured to fix the Imperial Authority upon a firmer Founda- 
tion than it had hitherto ftood. But while he was meditat- 
ing this, and other great Defigns, an Act of Injuftice he had 
committed, broughthim to an untimely End ; for having un- 
dertaken the Tutelage of his Nephew ‘ohn, the Son of Rodolph 
Duke of Swabia, he refufed when of Age, to put him in Poffef- 
fion of his Country, which provoked him to fuch a Degree, 
that he took an Opportunity when he was hunting, to aflaf- 
finate him on the firft of May 1308, in a Place where the 
Monaftery of Koningsfield was afterwards built, by his Widow 
the Emprefs Dowager Elizabeth. 

By the premature Death of this great Monarch, the Houfe 
of Auftria loft the Imperial Dignity, which they did not re- 
cover for one hundred and thirty Ton 3 though they conti- 
nued all that Time to be reckoned amongf the greateft and 
moft powerful Princes of the Empire ; and this notwithftand- 
ing their Dominions were divided into feveral diftin2 Pria- 
cipalities, 
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cipalities, the Poffeffors of which frequently diff-red . mongft 
themfelves, At length, Albert furnamed the Ma ~“animous, 
having married Elizabeth, the Daughter of tlic Emperor Si- 
gi/mund, revived the Glory of his Houfe; for on the firft of 
January 1438, he was clected King of Hunga-y;-on_the 
lixth of Aday, the fame Year, he became alfo King of Bohe- 
mia; and on the twenty-fixth of June following, was ele&t- 
ed Emperor. He was one of the braveft, and alfo one of the 
moft prudent Princes of his Time. He met with great Dif- 
ficulties in maintaining the many Dignities to which he was 
raifed ; but he found Means to bring the Hungarians to 
Submiffion: He drove Uladiflaus King of Poland out of Bo- 
hemia, reduced that Country into a State of Tranquillity ; and 
afterwards engaging in a War againft the Turks, he forced 
their Emperor Amurath to raife the Siege of Belgrade, after 
he had lain before it-a Year. He ‘would undoubtedly have 
performed ftill greater Things, if he had not been taken off 
by a fudden Death on the twenty-fixth of Ofober 1439. 
He left behind him a pofthumous Son called Ladiflaus, who 
had. the Titles of King of Hungary and Bohemia; but he 
never enjoyed either, though the Hungarians were defirous 
enough of puting him into Poffeffion of their Crown, if his 
Coufin, who fucceeded his Father in the Empire, would have 
confented to it ; but wkether through Ambition, or fome other 
falfe Policy, he ftill kepthim at Vienna, where at laft he died 
about the Age of eighteen, not without great Sufpicion of Poifon. 

FREDERICK, furnamed the Peaceable, was ele&ted Emperor 
on the Death of Albert II]. in the Year 1440, and two 
Years afterwards he married the Infanta Eleonora, Daughter 
of Edward King of Portugal, by whom he had his Son and 
Succeflor Maximilian. He interpofed his Authority at the 
famous Council at Bajfle, by which he prevented a Schifm, 
which was at the Point of breaking out; he reformed the 
Laws of the Empire, and digefted thofe relating to Fiefs 
into one Code, which was very .beneficial to all the Mem- 
bers of the Germanick Body. He was engaged in feveral 
Family Difputes, which ended in a War ; but by Degtees, 
and by dint of Patience and Prudence, he extricated himfelf 
out of numberlefs Difficulties, not with Safety only, but Ad- 
vantage. He was a very faving Prince, which drew upon 
him the Reproach of being Covetous ; but in reality Frugality 
was to-him a very neceflary Virtue; for his Predeceflors in 
the Empire having poflefled- the two rich Kingdoms of Hun- 
gary and Bobemia, were corfeqvently able to fpend liberal, 
and to keep very magnificent Courts. But as he held nei- 
ther of thofe Kingdoms, and drew but a fmall Revenue from 
Vor. Il, P his 
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his own Territories, he could not live with the fame Splen- 
dor that they had done. He was very flow in all his Meas 
fures, but withal very fecure, and with great Prudence 
eflablifhed the Grandeur of the Houfe of Aufria upon 
that Bafis on which it has hitherto fubfifted, notwith- 
ftanding all the Efforts of its Enemies. ‘There were two 
Things that contributed extreamly to this Eftablifhment: 
The firft was the Length of his Reign, which exceeded half 
a Century, and gave him an Opportunity of doing greater 
Things for his Family, than hitherto any Prince had done: 
And the other was, the Marriage of his eldeft Son Maximi- 
lian to Mary Dutchefs of Burgundy, the greateft Heirefs in 
Europe, by whom the Houle of Auffria acquired an immenfe 
Treafure in ready Money, and thofe that are ftill called the 
Auftrian Netherlands, with the Provinces which compo- 
fed the Dutch Republick, included. This Match enabled 
the Emperor alfo to procure his Son to be elected King of 
the Romans in his Life-time, which was ‘a very wife Precau- 
tion. Since after a Reign of fifty-three Years, this Monarch 
was taken off fuddenly ; for having eat plentifully of a Melon 
after Dinner, and drank too much Water upon it, this proved 
the Caufe of his Death, which happen’d on the fourteenth of 


Agu 1493- 

MaximiLiAn I. fucceeded his Father, having been chofen 
King of the Romans in 1486. He was one of the moft gene- 
rous, as well as the handfomeft Princes of his Time. ‘The 
former gained him the Affection of his Subjects, as the 
latter had procured him the Heirefs of Burgundy, to whom 
all the great Princes on the Continent had been Suitors. 
It may not be amifs to obferve, that it was this Lady who 
brought the large Lip into the 4u/frian Family, as Brantome 
obferves on the Authority of Eleanor Queen of France, who 
was Sifter to Charles V. Maximilian was one of the moft 
extraordinary Princes of his Age in refpect to his natural Abi- 
lities. He could f{carce fpeak plain at ten Years old, and 
afterwards {poke fo faft, that he could hardly be underftood. 
His Father put him under the Care of Peter Englebcrt, who 
was a downright Pedant, and behaved towards him in fuch 
a Ma:ner as gave him a Difguit to Learning; but as he 
grew up, he corrected thefe Errors by his own Care and Di- 
ligence, and became not only extreamly eloquent in his own 
Language, but fpoke alfo the Latin, French, and Italian 
Tongues with the greateft Purity. 

After the Death of Mary of Burgundy, he projected a 
fecond Marriage with 4un of Bretagne, which if it had taken 
Effect, would_have been as beneficial to him as the fotmer ; 
, but 
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but he was fupplanted in this by the French King Charles VIII. 
Upon this Difappointment he married Blanche Daughter to 
the Duke of Milan, with whom he had a prodigious Sum 
in ready Money, which enabled him to recover that Part of 
Auftria which had been conquered by Mathias Corvinus King 
of Hungary. His Care of his own Concerns did not hinder 
him from being very attentive to thofe of the Empire ; for 
in the Year 1495, he eftablifhed, in a Diet at Worms, the fa- 
mous Conftitution for the Security of the publick Peace, and 
at the fame Time created an Imperial Chamber, for —— 
and determining in a legal Manner the Differences and Dif- 
putes between the Princes of the Empire,which before his Time 
had been feldom ended any other Way than by the Sword. He 
continued the War which his Father had begun againft the 
Swi/s Cantons ; but after being defeated by them in eight Bat- 
tles, concluded a Treaty of Peace with them in 1499. 

The Year following he fettled a Council for the Govern- 
ment of the Empire ; and at the fame Time divided it into 
Circles, of which there were originally but fix, viz. Franco- 
nia, Bavaria,Swabia, the Rhine, Weftphalia, and lower Saxony ; 
but in 1512, there were four other Circles added; viz. thofe 
of Auftria, Burgundy, the lower Rhine, and upper Saxony. 
Authors are very much divided, as to the Time in which 
Auftria was erected into an Arch-Dutchy; and there are 
good Authorities which afcribe this to five feveral Princes ; 
but however the moft probable Account is, that AMZaximilian 
gave it this Title, to diftinguifh it from all the other Prin- 
cipalities of the Empire and of Europe. The Venetians having 
refufed him a Paflage thro’ their Territories,he was offended with 
it to fuch a Degree, that he engaged the Pope and the King of 
France in the League of Cambray againft that Republick, which 
was very near being fatal to it. The Lofs of the Battel of Zgnadel 
had infallibly drawn after it that of all their Territories upon the 
Continent, if fome Mifunderftariding had not arifen between 
the Powers that entered into that Alliance. The Venetians 
themfelves were fo aftonifhed when they faw the Emperor 
become Mafter of Verona, Brefcia, Bergamo, Padua, Vicen- 
za, Ledi, and other fortified Places, that they offered him an 
annual Tribute of fifty thoufand Ducats to be taken under 
the Protection of the Empire; and without doubt it was the 
greateft Miftake in his Reign, that he negleéted this Offer ; 
for the Venetians, recovering from their Fright, and having 
prevailed upon Lewis XII. of France to quit- the League; 
they foon brought moft of thefe Places again under their 
Obedience ; fo that except. Riva and Roveredo, the Emperor 
kept nothing at the Peace, — he fold the Venetians for 
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two hundred thoufand Ducats, one half of which Sum was 
paid by France. 

In this War the Emperor had the Affiftance of the Swi/s, 
in virtue of the hereditary Convention he had made with 
them ; fo that he found them more ufeful to him as Allies, 
than he could have made them as Subjects. In 1515, he 
united the County of Goritz to his Dominions, upon the 
Death of the laftCount without Heirs. He received with great 
Magnificence, Sigi/mund King of Poland, and Uladiflaus 
Kirg of Hungary, at Vienna ; at which Interview he re- 
newed the Treaty of Succeffion with the laft of thefe Princes, 
by which he gained the Kingdom of Hungary for his Pofte- 
rity. His Reign, though fhort in Comparifon of his Father’s, 
was glorious for himfelf, very ufeful to the Empire, and 
exceedingly happy for his Family. He dicd at Wells in 
Auftria, on the twelfthof January 1519. 

This great Monarch hed only one Son Philip, who died 
before him ; he efpoufed ane the Daughter of Ferdinand of 
Arragon, and Ifabella of Caftile, who brought him the whole 
Kingdom of Spain for her Fortune. Don ‘fuan Antonio de 
Vera, a Spanifh Hiftorian, gives us this Character of him : 
His Temper and his Manners, fays he, gained him not only 
the Love of his Subjeéts, but alfo of his Enemies ; he was 
very beneficent, but his Gifts were fmall, and like thofe of a 
private Man, for he had not Time to fhew that he had the 
Soul and Generofity of a King. His Queen was fo fond of 
him, that his Death, which happen’d in the Year 1506, coft 
her her Senfes; fhe directed his Body to be embalmed, and 
carried it every where about with her; a memorable Example 
of conjugal ‘1 endernefs! and though in itfelf an A& of Folly, 
has been admired by Men of the beft Senfe. 

King Philip left behind him two Sons, Charles born the 
twenty-fourth of February 1500, and Ferdinand born the 
tenth of March 1503. He had likewife four Daughters ; 
Eleonora, who efpoufed Don Emanuel King of Portugal, 
and fafterwards the French King Francis1. IJfabella, who 
married Chriftian Il. King of Denmark ; Mary, who efpoufed 
Lewis King of Bohemia and Hungary ; and Catharine, firft 
promifed to Fohn Frederick Elector of Saxony, and afterwards 
married to “John Ill. King of Portugal. Philip made 
a Treaty with Lewis XII. of France for the Divifion of the 
Kingdom ef Naples; and by his laft Will direéted, that he 
fhould have the Tuition of his eldeft Son, defiring that he 
would appoint fome able Man to have the Care of his Educd- 
tion, which that Prince faithfully fulfilled, by appointing 
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William de Cray of the Houfe of Chievres, to that Employ- 
ment, who was one of the wifeft and beft-bred Men of his 
Time, and who laid the Foundation of his Pupil’s Fortunes, 
by an excellent Education. , 

This young Prince Charles, whom his Grandfather Maxi- 
milian I. could not prevail upon the Electors to choofe King 
of the Romans in his Life-time, fucceeded him after his 
Deceafe, and became Emperor by the Name of Cuartes V, 
chiefly by the Influence of the Electors of A¢-ntz and Saxony. 
He yielded to the Arch-Duke Ferdinand his Brother, all the 
Dominions belonging to the Houfe of A4ufria in Germany, 
referving to himfelf the Succeffion of the Kings of Spain and 
Dukes of Burgundy. He added to the Low Countries, the 
Lordthips of Utrecht and Over-Yfel, which came to him by 
the Donation of Henry, Bifhop of Utrecht. He afterwards 
acquired the Dutchy of Gueldres, and the County of Zutphn 
by the Death of their laft Duke Charles, The Countries of Frieze 
and Groninguen he purchafed from George Duke of Saxony, 
for one hundred and fifty thoufand Florins in Gold. He an- 
nexed likewife the Towns of Cambray and Lingen to thofe 
Provinces ; and for their Security, incorporated the whole 
with the Empire, under the Title of the Dutchy of Bur- 
gundy. He had in the Courfe of his Reign many Wars, end 
was in moft of them fuccefsful. 

In the Year 1521, he entered into a League with Pope 
Leo X. in Confequence of which he made himfelf Mafter 
of Parma, Placentia, and Milan, which latt he reftored to 
Duke Francis Sforza. He raifed to the Papacy Adrian 1V. 
who had been his Preceptor. The Conftable of Bourbon quit- 
ting the Service of his natural Prince, and entering into his, 
he made an Irruption into Provence, where he took the 
Cities of Aix and Toulon, but was obliged to raife the Siege 
of Marfailles by the obftinate Refiftance of the Inhabitants. 
He afterwards repafled the Alps, whitch encouraged the French 
King, Francis I. to enter the AZilanefe, and lay Siege to Pa- 
via, which by making an obftinate Defence, gave the Jmpc- 
rialifis Time to collect their Forces ; and the King, againft the 
Sentiments of his principal Officers, having ventured to give 
them Battle, not only loft it, but with it his Liberty. This 
could not but give the Emperor much Satisfaction, fince 
King Francis had been Competitor againft him for the Im- 
perial Dignity ; and perhaps it was in fome Meafure owing 
to this, that he fent him Prifoner into Spain, where he re- 
mained under ahard Captivity for three Year , and even then 
did not obtain his Liberty, but upon very harfh Terms ; 
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for the Performance of which he gave his Children as Hofta- 
ges. Onhis Return into his Dominions however, he enter’d 
into a League againft the Emperor with the Pope and the 
Venetians ; which fo provoked Charles, that he ordered his 
Forces under the Command of the Conftable of Bourbon, to 
enter the Ecclefiaftical Territories, where he foon carried all 
before him, took and tacked the City of Rome, and befiezed 
the Pope in the Caftle of St. Angelo, while by an unaccoun- 
table Strain of Popifh Bigottry and Hypocrify, they were 
making folemn Proceffion in Spain for his happy Delive- 
Tance, 

The Doétrines of Luther prevailing in Germany, the Em- 
peror, who at firft did not give much Attention to them, 
or perhaps inclined in his own Mind to a Reformation, furmif- 
ing afterwards, they might prove dangerous to his Authority, 
refolved to extinguifh them; and for that Purpofe aflembled 
a Diet at Spire, and by a Decree dated the 13th of O4. 1529, 
direéted that the Lutherans fhould be proceeded againtt; 
upon which, feveral Princes who had imbraced thofeSent iments, 

rotefted in favoursof their Religion; and fo they came to 
be called Prote/tants, and the Doétrine of Luther was thence- 
forward ftiled the Proteffant Faith. The fame Year the Em- 
peror concluded a Peace with Francis I, at Cambray, but it 
did not laft long; for the Duke of Milan having caufed, as 
it was faid, a French Ambaflador to be killed in his Domi- 
nions, King Francis raifed a great Army in order to-revenge 
this Affront ; but the Duke of Savoy having refufed him a 
Paffage through his Dominions, he turned his Arms againft 
him, and took from him without any Pretence, but that of 
fuperior Force, all his Countries. 

In the mean Time the Duke of AZilan died witheut Iffue, 
upon which the Emperor took Poflcflion of that Country, as 
devolving to him in the Nature of a Fief; which kindled a 
new War in Italy, and in the Low Countries; however in 
the Year 1537, a Truce was concluded for ten Months at 
Terouanne ; which was prolonged foon after at Nice for ten 
Years. It was in this Space, that upon a popular Infur- 
rection in the City of Ghent, the Emperor demanded, and 
was permitted to pafs through France, where he received very 
great Honours, and was treated with much Generofity by 
Francis 1, to whom it is faid he promifed to reftore the Dutchy 
of Milan; which however it is certain he neither did, nor 
intended to do; which, with fome other Grievances, engaged 
the French King to break the Truce, and enter inte a War 
with the Emperor; who thereupon made a League — 

Aing 


‘ 





Literary and Hiftorical RactsTER,. 119 


King of England, whofe Affiftance at that Time was of great 
Confequence to him. Yet the Imperialifts being defeated 
near Carignan, and the Emperor being afraid that the French 
would take Advantage of the Religious Difturbances in Ger- 
many, refolved to conclude a Peace in Time, which according- 
ly was done at Cre/py in 1544. There never lived a Prince 
who had a better Title to the high Characters of a great Captain 
and a confummate Statefman, than Charles V. He gained 
every Advantage by his Arms that it was poffible to gain by 
them ; andhe very foon faw when thefe Advantages were no 
longer in his Power, and then he had Recourfe to Treaties, 
in which no Man knew better how to manage his Intereft 
than he did. 

The Proteftants were now become extreamly formidable 
in Germany ; for upon publifhing the Decree of sthe Diet of 
Spire, they formed, as it was very natural for them to do, a 
League for their own Prefervation; which, from the Place 
where it was concluded, had the Title of the League of Smai- 
cald, and makes a great Figure in the German Hiltory. The 
Emperor going to Bologna to be crowned by the Pope, had 
a very ferious Conference with him upon this Subject; in 
which he preffed him to call while it was yet Time, a gene- 
ral Council for the Reformation of the Church, as the fureft 
and moft effectual Means for remedying thefe Diforders ;. the 
Mifchiefs attending which he forefaw and reprefented in the 
ftrongeft Colours. But his Holinefs was of a different Opi- 
nion; he thought that this was being too complaifant to 
Hereticks ; and therefore infifted that they fhou’d be com- 
pelled to Obedience, in which the Emperor acquiefced, but re~ 
folved to do it in his own Method. On his Return therefore 
to Germany, he fummoned a Diet to be held at Aug/bourg 
on the eighth of April, 1530; where the Proteftants appeared, 
and prefented a.Confeflion of their Faith, fhewing plain! 
that they adhered to the true Church of Chrif? ; and that the 
rejected only the Superititions of the Church of Rome, whic 
were of late Date, and, fo far from being authorifed by, that 
they were incompatible with the Gofpel, ‘This however was 
fu far from having the defigned Effect of procuring Peace and 
due Liberty of Confcience, that it brought about quite the 
Contrary. In that Dict an Edi&t was framed for reftoring 
all Things to their former State, and for maintaining the 
Church ; that is, the Church of Rome, by the Secular Arm ; 
fo that the Proteftants faw themfelves obliged either to part 
with their Religion or to defend it, and they chofe the latter. 
This opened a long and bloody War in the Empire; in 
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which at firft the Emperor. was fuccefsful ; for in the Battle 
of Mulberg he defeated the Confederate Army, and made the 
a Frederick Ele&tor of Saxony, who was at their 
Head, Prifoner. He foonafter got into his Hands the Land- 

rave of Heffe, by -an Artifice of the ‘famous Cardinal 
ated a great Politician, but one of the wickedeft Men 
of that Age; who by changing a Letter in the fafe Condu& 
given to that Prince, furnifhed the Emperor with a Pretence 
for detaining him ; which how much foever it might be for 
his Intereft, was neverthelefs detrimental to his Honour. 
He carried thofe two illuftrious Princes about with him, and 
thereby fo terrified the. Proteftants, that they began to fall off 
from their League; and by drawing over Prince Maurice 
of Saxeny to his Party, by the Hopes of granting him the 
Inveftiture of his Coufin’s Dominions , under Pretence that 
his War againft the Elector of Saxony was founded on Mo- 
tives of State, and not of Religion, he divided “them till 
more ; and by befieging fome of the Imperial Cities that had 
taken their Part, he frighted them into fuch Comipofitions, 
as coft them much more Money than would have been. necef- 
fary to have fecured their Freedom, by fupporting the Con- 
federacy into which they had entered for that Purpofe. The 
City of Magdebourg alone remained firm to its Engage- 
ments, its Inhabitants refolving to hazard their Lives and 


Fortunes rather than their Confciences ; ‘and thofe generous 
Sentiments of theirs enabled them to: make a long -and vigo- 
rous Defence, which gave the Proteftantstime to recover their 
Spirits, and to confider of Ways and Means for reftoring 
their Affairs, and obtaining the free Exercife of their Religion. 


The END of Nums. XVI. 





